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HOT DRY AREAS 


Calderwood, D. M. Native Housing in South Climate: c. 102°F-c. 30°F 
Africa. Thesis approved for the 
degree of Doctor of Architecture at Rainfall: c. 28" 


The University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, 1953. [Johannesburg, 
The University of the Witwatersrand, 
19557] Available from Council for 
Scientific and Industriai Research, 

P. 0. Box 395, Pretoria, South Africa. 
202 pp. photos., plans, sketches, 
diagrs., charts, tables. 


No attempt has been made to summarize 
this work since it is of such importance that 
it is felt that the readers of this bulletin 
should see the whole book. The following 
Table of Contents indicates the coverage of the 
work. 
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1. Singapore Improvement Trust. The work of the Population: 1,167,682 
Singapore Improvement Trust, 1955. 
Compiled by J. M. Frazer. Singapore, Climate: 8? F-74°F 
Government Printing Office, 1956. 62pp. 
photos., map, plans, charts, tables. Rainfall: 95" 


For a summary of the 1954 report see 
Dec. 31, 1955 Bulletin, p. 14-17. 


Up to the end of 1955 over 14,000 houses 
and shops had been completed at a cost of over 
$76 million.* The rate of housing has been in- 
creased from 212 in 1947 to almost 250 houses a 
month at the present time. 


In the two satellite suburbs of Queens- 
town (500 acres) and Toa Payoh (700 acres) the 
Trust plans to house approximately 115,000 
people within the next ten years. At Queenstown 
the first neighborhood has been completed and 
accommodates about 10,000 people. Earthworks 
are proceeding in the second neighborhood but 
squatter problems have delayed this by nearly 
twelve months and set back the final date for 
completion of Queenstown until 1960. Toa Payoh 
is still in the planning stage. These two 
suburbs are being developed as self-contained 
units and each has its own industrial area, 
though it is probable that a large part of the 
population will work in Singapore. 


The density planned forthese two develop- 
ments is 100 persons per acre. The scarcity of 

land in Singapore necessitates this density. The 
land scarcity has been pointed up in the Preface 
written by J. T. Rea, chairman of the Trust. The 
following quotation is from this Preface: 


"It has previously been recorded in these 
Reports that land available for the building of 
housing, both within and around the city boundary, 

was scarce. In perusing the pages recording the 

work and progress of 1955 one is struck by the 
constant recurrence of the theme which centres 

on the pressing problem of getting "elbow-room" 

for fresh housing. The areas comprising the over- 
crowded and worn-out buildings in the central parts 

of the city cannot be re-developed without first 
re-housing the inhabitants, who, on their part, are 
reluctant to be moved and housed in the suburbs. 

In the suburbs themselves, land is encumbered, albeit 
on a basis of temporary tenure, by vegetable gardeners 
and farmers and they, naturally, do not wish to be 
disturbed from land which, through their toil and 
cultivation, has reached a high state of fertility 
and be settled in places where the land will require 


* Singapore dollar equals about $ .38 in United 
States currency. 
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time to reach the same level of fertility. These 
are essentially human problems and therefore all 
the more difficult to solve. But during the past 
year they have caused delay to every project on 
which the Trust has been ready to proceed to work. 


Arising from the bleak prospect of the 
building programmes being gradually halted, the 
Minister for Local Government, Lands and Housing 

_ appointed a group of officers with special know- 
ledge of the issues involved to examine the prob- 
lem comprehensively and to make proposals for its 
solution. This has been done and it would appear 
that further progress in building may depend on 
whether the proposals can be implemented. 


From this it will be seen that the main 
emphasis in the Trust's building policy has now 
shifted from the problem of providing housing for 
those most in need, wherever they lived, to the 
problem of providing housing for whole communities 
of people displaced by slum clearance in the con- 
gested areas in the city in order to get an area 
in which to re-build. Having got one such sub- 
stantial area the way will be open to re-house 
people from the next area chosen for clearance. 
Only in this way is there any prospect of success. 


A most important event of the year was the 
submission to the Government of the Master Plan 
for the future development of the whole island. 
This Plan presents a challenge to the people of 
Singapore and the outcome will affect their health 
and livelihood for generations to come...." 


Since the liberation in 1945, the Trust 
has tried to provide housing for the lower income 
groups at a reasonable and economic rent. The 
standards of accommodation vary in accordance with 
the rental groups. The attached photostat indicates 
the relationship between rentals and standards. 
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Fry, Maxwell, and Jane Drew. [Tropical architecture in the humid 
zone. London, B. T. Batsford Ltd., 1956. 320 pp., illus., maps, plans, 
diagrs., elevations, tables. 


In the words of the dust jacket, this book is the product of ten 
years active designing, planning and building in West Africa, India, 
and Arabia by two leading British architects. 
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